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The Louvre, Paris, France. It is one of 
the most famous museums in the world, 

with over 380,000 works of art and 
approximately 35,000 of them on display.

Since opening to the public in 1793, her halls 
have been graced by the work of history’s 

greatest artists: from Michelangelo to 
Raphael, Rembrandt to Vermeer.

But there is one painting hanging on 
the walls that captures the world’s 

imagination like no other…

It is the Mona Lisa, painted by Leonardo 
da Vinci between 1503 and 1506.

…and its dangers… 

With nearly six million people viewing the 
painting at the Louvre every year, the Mona 

Lisa is the most famous painting in the world. 
However, great fame brings with it its rewards…

 August 21, 1911. It was like any other 
Monday at the Louvre. The museum 
was closed for cleaning and all was 

going well, except for one small thing.

The greatest art theft of the 
century was about to take place!
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The thief, Vincenzo Peruggia, pretending 
to be a Louvre employee, took the Mona 

Lisa down for cleaning. 

With Sauvet unwittingly 
granting Peruggia freedom, the 
thief quickly made for the exit. 

And then began a two-year 
investigation to recover the 

stolen painting.

But what of the man who created this 
masterpiece? Though the story of the 
Mona Lisa’s theft is an interesting tale…

…it is not as interesting as the 
story of the man who painted 

her… Leonardo da Vinci .

Suddenly a plumber 
named Sauvet walked by.

And then removed the 
doorknob, but the door 

still wouldn’t open.

He reached the exit.

Come on, 
open!

Is something 
wrong?

Locked! 
I don’t believe 

this!

And no one noticed as he 
disappeared with Leonardo da 
Vinci’s greatest masterpiece!

Some idiot 
stole the doorknob! 

How can we get 
out now?

That’s not a 
problem. Look, I 

have keys to all the 
staircase doors.
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I would have 
felt better if the 

child’s mother wasn’t a 
peasant! What was 

Piero thinking?

Leonardo’s amazing journey began 
over 550 years ago in Vinci, Italy, 

on a cold April night in 1452.

‘Let things settle down for six months 
or so. Then I shall arrange a marriage 

between our son and Albiera, daughter 
of the Amadori family from Giovanni.’

‘As for Caterina, the mother… there 
is a laborer on our farm… Antonio di 

Piero del Vacca. He is indebted to me, 
and will do anything to please me.’

‘Antonio will make a suitable husband 
for Caterina. As regards the child…’

‘I am sure Piero 
will like Albiera.’

Though it was a moment for 
celebration, Leonardo’s grandfather, 

Ser Antonio, and grandmother, 
Lucia, were far from overjoyed.

You can’t 
think rationally 

when you’re young 
and in love.

We cannot allow 
him to marry into a lower 
class! I take no pleasure in 
the decision… but Piero is, 

after all, a notary!

A grandson was born to me, son A grandson was born to me, son 
of my son Ser Piero, on April 15, of my son Ser Piero, on April 15, 
1452, a Saturday, at 10.30 p.m. 1452, a Saturday, at 10.30 p.m. 

He was baptized Leonardo di He was baptized Leonardo di 
ser Piero da Vinci* by the priest ser Piero da Vinci* by the priest 

Piero da Bartolomeo.Piero da Bartolomeo.

*Leonardo, son of 
Piero, from Vinci.
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‘…we will not abandon him. Fate has 
brought Leonardo into this world; 
he will choose his own destiny.’

And so, Leonardo lived with 
his mother and stepfather, in 
the town of Anchiano, Italy.

When Leonardo was three 
years old, his father Piero 
decided the boy should live 

with him instead of his mother.

Although it was customary for children to 
live with their mothers, Leonardo was 

brought to his father’s place as it meant 
better opportunities for education and work.

Look, 
Leonardo 
is here!

Hello… 
Son!

Leonardo is 
merely a child, Piero. 

To take the boy away 
from his mother… 
it’s unheard of--

My wife, Albiera, 
cannot bear children. 

Leonardo is my only heir, 
and so the boy must 
come and live with 

me.

Piero… I’m 
sorry. I didn’t 

know--

Piero!

The decision 
has already been 

made, Francesco. If 
only things could be 

different.

Leonardo... 
Is he okay?

Oh yes, he is fine. 
But don’t you see, Antonio? 
The kite... it was an omen. 

Our little Leonardo will 
become a great man 

one day.

Waaaah!

Waaaah!

Leonardo!
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Leonardo quickly adjusted to life in his new 
home. Although he was often alone, his happiest 
hours were spent at play around the farm and 

countryside with his uncle Francesco.

Despite his father’s 
remoteness, 

Albiera showered 
the boy with love.

Come, 
Leonardo! I’ve 

baked some treats 
for you!

Leonardo never developed a loving relationship 
with his father. But Leonardo’s uncle 

Francesco loved the boy so much that, years 
later, he named Leonardo as his sole heir.

Over the years, Leonardo enjoyed 
exploring the countryside and studying 
nature. And his uncle Francesco taught 

him the natural sciences.

However, this natural 
world that brought 

Leonardo so much joy, 
also gave him a memory 

that would haunt him 
into adulthood…

I love Leonardo 
like my own son, but the 
boy still needs his father. 
You’re hardly ever there 

for him, Piero.

Besides, the 
boy prefers his uncle’s 
company to mine. And 

Francesco has taught him 
well. Why interfere 

with that?

Leonardo 
understands I have 

work in Florence that 
demands my full 

attention.
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Leonardo da Vinci has captivated the world’s imagination for nearly 500 years. He has inspired Leonardo da Vinci has captivated the world’s imagination for nearly 500 years. He has inspired 

myths, movies , and many bes t-selling novels. Yet , wh o is the man behind the ‘code’; the man myths, movies , and many bes t-selling novels. Yet , wh o is the man behind the ‘code’; the man 

behind the most famous smile in hist ory?behind the most famous smile in hist ory?

From the day he was born, the fates  were against Leonardo da Vinci. Torn fr om his mot her and a From the day he was born, the fates  were against Leonardo da Vinci. Torn fr om his mot her and a 

happ y life in the Italian countryside, Leonardo was again uproot ed by his father, wh om he barely happ y life in the Italian countryside, Leonardo was again uproot ed by his father, wh om he barely 

knew, and moved to Florence. Th e future seemed to hold litt le hope for this young boy .knew, and moved to Florence. Th e future seemed to hold litt le hope for this young boy .

And yet , against imposs ible odds, Leonardo rose to embrace a des tiny unlike any man’s before or And yet , against imposs ible odds, Leonardo rose to embrace a des tiny unlike any man’s before or 

since. His is the amazing story of  an illegitimate son, reject ed by Renaiss  ance societ y, wh o makes  since. His is the amazing story of  an illegitimate son, reject ed by Renaiss  ance societ y, wh o makes  

his own ground-breaking path in the world to claim an identity envied by all.his own ground-breaking path in the world to claim an identity envied by all.

www.campfi re.co.in

US $ 9.99 / $ 10.99 CAN

Follow us on

www.facebook.com/campfi regraphicnovels

www.twitter.com/Campfi reComics


