
Heroes



August 28, 1963. 
Washington, D.C.

250,000 people had gathered on the Washington 
Mall to listen to one of the greatest orators and 

leaders in American history.

It was Martin Luther King Jr. making one of 
his most memorable speeches. The thousands 

gathered there saw in him the hope for a better 
future—a future free of racial discrimination, 
where blacks and whites would live equal lives.

So where did his story begin? How did a 
little boy from Atlanta become one of the 

greatest voices in American history?

Let us not wallow 
in the valley of despair, I 

say to you today, my friends. 
And so even though we face 
the difficulties of today and 

tomorrow, I still have a dream. 
It is a dream deeply rooted in 

the American dream.

I have a dream 
that one day this nation 

will rise up and live out the 
true meaning of its creed—
‘We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men 

are created equal.’
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He also supported African-American 
teachers in their demand to be paid 

at par with the white teachers.

Daddy King was fearless and 
courageous, and would come to have 

a great influence on young Martin.

Daddy King, as he liked to be called, was an activist and 
a leader in the battle to improve life for black people in 

Atlanta. He helped black people register to vote.

His father, Martin Luther King Sr., 
was pastor at the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, and was a fiery preacher.

Martin Luther King Jr. was born on January 
15, 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia. His mother 
was Alberta Williams King, who was also 

called ‘Mama King’ by her children.

Voting will allow us to choose a 
leader who will work for us and 

fight for us, so that we can 
have better living conditions 

and better education.

You have to 
fill out this form to 

register to vote, so that 
you can have a voice in 

our government.

Let no one 
tell you that you 
are inferior, my 

friends!
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Unable to understand, ML 
ran from their house.

When Martin, also known as ML, was only six years 
old, he had his first encounter with prejudice while 

playing with his best friend, who was white.

Because 
we are white 
and you are 

colored.

I think it would 
be best if you stopped 
playing together, too. In 
fact, you should stop 

coming here!

You boys 
will not be going 

to the same 
school.

Why not?

I can’t 
wait to start 

school.

Yeah, we 
will have a great 
time in school 

together!

Come on, 
run. Let’s see 

who wins!
You’ll 

never beat 
me!

He is my 
best friend, so 
why can’t I play 

with him?
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‘These laws tell us to use 
separate water fountains…’

‘…sit in cramped seats at the back of the 
bus, away from the white people…’

‘…and eat in separate 
restaurants. And yes, we even 
have to go to separate schools.’

‘…till 1860 we, the black people, used to work 
in the South as slaves. And now, seventy-five 

years later, even though we are no longer 
slaves, a lot of white people are unhappy that 

slavery ended. So they made up these Jim 
Crow laws to keep us down.’

He ran all the way home, and told 
his mother what had happened.

…remember one thing. You should 
never let these things make you 

feel inferior. For you are as 
good as anyone else!

These terrible, unfair laws 
will one day be done away 
with. Some day ML, things 
will change. Till that day 

comes…

His mom said 
we can’t play together 
anymore, Mama. What 

does she mean by 
‘colored’?

She means 
you’re black, ML. 

You know…
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But the person whom young 
ML was closest to was his 

grandmother, Mama Williams.

It was when ML ventured out of his 
neighborhood and into the rest of 

Atlanta that he got a glimpse of how 
discriminatory the South really was.

Mama Williams took great delight 
in spending time with her grandson, 

and would often tell him stories.

ML grew up in the middle-class black 
neighborhood known as ‘Sweet Auburn’.

He was surrounded by blacks who peopled the churches and clubs 
and businesses, and so was sheltered from the discrimination that 

was rampant in the Southern states of America.

She loved ML so much that 
she would burst into tears 
whenever he was punished.

Where ML’s mother used comforting 
words to teach him about life, his 

father was a strict disciplinarian and 
took a totally different approach.

Did I ever talk 
about your great-

grandfather? He was a 
slave, and would always give 
inspirational sermons to the 
other slaves. Come, I’ll tell 

you all about it.

I love 
you, Mama 
Williams.

Now do as I 
say, Martin, or you’ll 

get a beating you will 
never forget!
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It seems unbelievable now that not even half a century ago, 
America was segregated. Everything depended on the color of one’s 
skin, whether it was black or white. Access to schools, restaurants, 
parks, buses, or even water fountains was segregated. And born into 
this segregated world was Martin Luther King Jr. 

Son of a black preacher, King was taught from a young age that he was 
equal and deserved the same rights and freedoms as anyone else. He 
dreamed of a nation where people are not judged by the color of their 
skin but by their character. And he believed that this dream could one day 
become a reality. 

Armed with only the non-violent teachings of Gandhi and a staunch 
belief that all men and women are created equal, Martin Luther King 
Jr. stepped to the forefront of the Civil Rights Movement. Through a 
series of peaceful protests and marches, King captured the attention of 
the world…and changed the lives of millions of Americans forever.

www.campfi re.co.in

US $ 11.99 / $ 13.99 CAN Download Campfi re App 


