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Mandela! 
Your wife and 

lawyer are here 
to see you.

February 1985. 
Pollsmoor Prison, South Africa.

It has now been more than twenty years since 
Nelson Mandela was sentenced to life in prison.

Two decades behind bars. All because he 
stood up for justice when millions were denied 

equal rights and the world looked away.

Would you have the courage to stand up 
and speak for those who needed a voice?

Would you have the strength to do 
what you believed was right... no 
matter what the consequences? 
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We are discussing 
an offer the president 

of South Africa made to 
me in front of Parliament. 

If that is a problem, I 
suggest you contact the 

president himself.

No politics, 
please. You can 

discuss only family 
matters here. You 
know the prison 

rules!

It’s wonderful 
to see you, Winnie. 
It’s been so long. I know. I’ve 

missed you so much, 
Nelson. The prison 
authorities wouldn’t 
allow us to visit you 

until now.

It’s a privilege, 
Mr. Mandela. Have you 
decided what you will 
do about President 

Botha’s offer?

Would you sacrifice everything... 
even if you knew it was not just 

you who would suffer?

And thank you 
for coming along, 

Mr. Ayob.
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If you have spent years dreaming 
of your freedom, would you have 

the strength to turn it down?

A decision like that would require tremendous 
strength, born from a lifetime of sacrifices.

To Nelson Mandela, true freedom meant 
much more than being released from prison.

South Africa was still a nation where black 
Africans were not free to vote in elections. They 
were not even free to live where they wanted.

Days after that meeting in prison, Nelson Mandela’s 
daughter Zindzi read out his response to the offer.

President Botha 
has offered to release my 
father from prison if he is 

willing to renounce the armed 
struggle—to speak out against 

those still fighting for the 
freedom of our nation.

Well, my father 
has a message for 

President Botha: only 
free men can negotiate. 
Prisoners cannot enter 

into contracts.
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Do you know 
that I am the new chief 

of Mvezo, Rolihlahla? It is my 
job to serve as a counselor to 
the kings. That will be your 

job, too, someday.

His father, Gadla Henry Mphakanyiswa, never went 
to school and did not know how to read or write.

Little did they know what kind of 
‘trouble’ he would go on to cause.

Born in the Madiba clan of the Xhosa nation 
on July 18, 1918, Mandela was given the name 

Rolihlahla, which roughly means ‘troublemaker’.

Mandela’s lessons about strength and sacrifice 
had begun in Mvezo, South Africa. It was a small 
village located hundreds of kilometers from the 

cities of Cape Town and Johannesburg.

But he was a brilliant speaker, and was 
soon given a high rank by a local king.

CAMPFIRETM www.campfire.co.in



Mphakanyiswa’s response was considered 

disobedient. All black Africans, even the chiefs 

and kings, were expected to answer to the white 

magistrates and other government officials.

Tell the magistrate 
that I am very 
busy and can’t 

come now.

The local magistrate 
has received a complaint 

against you over your 
ruling on the ownership of 
an ox. He has ordered you 
to appear before him to 

settle the matter.

We will be 
there soon. And 
we will survive.

Mandela’s father was left 
with his four wives and a 

dozen children to care for.

Mandela’s mother, Nosekeni Fanny, chose to leave Mvezo 
with him and her daughters. They walked to her family 

home in the village of Qunu, forty-eight kilometers away.

The magistrate stripped Mphakanyiswa 

of his role as chief, and took away 

much of his wealth, land and cattle.

A few weeks later, Mandela’s 
father received a visit from 

a disgruntled man.
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As a young man growing up in a small South African village, Nelson Mandela had 
very simple dreams; he dreamed of being free to choose his own path in life. 
But being a black man in South Africa, even the simple dream of freedom could 
never become a reality.

South Africa was a nati on ruled by an oppressive and discriminatory set of laws 
known as apartheid. Black men and women could not have certain jobs or live 
in certain neighborhoods, or even walk down the street without being arrested 
or assaulted by the brutal police force. South Africans desperately needed their 
freedom and Nelson Mandela answered the call. He took the lead in the fi ght for 
the equality of all races, and the government of South Africa responded to his 
pleas for justi ce by trying to crush him.

Nelson Mandela was stripped of his rights, and sent to the harshest prison in 
all of South Africa to die. But his spirit could not be broken. From his ti ny prison 
cell, Mandela managed to rally the enti re world. During this fi ght for justi ce, he 
taught even his oppressors the value of tolerance and compassion. He brought 
freedom to an enti re nati on and set a shining example to the rest of the world.
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