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16th-century Venice.

I don’t know, Salanio. I don’t know why 
I’m so sad. I’m tired of feeling like 
this, but I just can’t shake it off. I 

don’t seem to understand 
myself.

You 
seem unhappy, 
Antonio. What’s 

the matter?

ACT 1—SCENE 1

www.campfire.co.inCAMPFIRETM



You’re worried 
about your ships out 
there, getting tossed 

around on the 
oceans.

Salarino is right. 
If I traded with other 

countries, I’d be worried 
too, in case my ships 

got destroyed.

I’d be 
worried about the 

weather, and the winds, 
and the currents, and 

dangerous rocks...

Believe me, 
Salanio, my business 

doesn’t depend on one ship, 
or one venture, or one year’s 

trading. That’s not what is 
making me unhappy.

You must 
be in love then, 

Antonio.
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Don’t be 
ridiculous!

Not in love either? 
Then let’s say you’re just 

sad because you’re not glad! 
Some people are like that. You 
could just as easily be happy, 

if you wanted to be. Here comes 
your best friend, 

Bassanio, with Gratiano 
and Lorenzo. We’ll 

leave now.

I would have 
stayed to cheer 

you up, but your other 
friends will do a 

better job.

I appreciate 
your concern, but I 

know you have other 
business to attend 

to.

Bye, Salarino. We 
should all get together 
soon. We hardly ever 
see you nowadays.

You don’t look 
well, Antonio. You seem 
to be taking the world 

too seriously.
The world is 

just a stage to me, 
Gratiano, and the part 

I must play is a 
sad one.

Goodbye, 
Bassanio. See 

you soon.
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I’d rather play the 
fool! Men were made to 

have fun, not mope around. 
Some people walk around with 
silent, stern faces, pretending 

to know everything...

So, Bassanio, we’ll 
say goodbye now that 

you’ve found Antonio. Don’t 
forget, we’re meeting for 

dinner later.

Antonio... you 
know I’ve used up all 

my money. I had a good 
time spending it... ...but I’m in a lot 

of debt, mostly to you. I 
want to pay off everything 

I owe, and I have a plan 
to do it.

When I 
was a boy...

I’ll do 
everything I can 

to help you.

Don’t worry, 
Lorenzo, I’ll be 

there. Goodbye, and 
thank you for your 
advice, Gratiano.

It’s good to 
see you, Bassanio. 

Now tell me about this 
girl you’re going 

to meet.

...but really they 
know nothing. I respect 

you, Antonio, that’s why I’m 
giving you this good advice. 
Don’t give yourself ulcers 

by being moody.

I must be one 
of those silent people. 

I never get to say a word 
when I’m with you, 

Gratiano.

If you hang 
around with me for 

a couple of more years, 
Lorenzo, you’ll forget 

the sound of your 
own voice.
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‘...if I lost an arrow, I would find it by shooting 
another arrow in the same direction, and 

carefully watching where it went.’

‘Her name is Portia. I can tell by the 
look in her eyes that she likes me. Her 

wealth has attracted many suitors.’

By risking the second 
arrow, I would usually get 

both of them back. I’ve lost 
what I owe to you, but if you’ll 
loan me some more money, 

I’ll get it all back.

There’s this beautiful 
and virtuous girl in Belmont, 

who has inherited a lot 
of money.

You don’t have to 
explain. Never doubt my 

friendship. Just tell me what 
you want me to do, and 

I’ll do it.
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A gamble on trading ships at sea, a penalty of a pound of fl esh, a 
contest to win the hand of a rich heiress, and the fi nal rescue in 
a court of law—The Merchant of Venice has everything to make 
it one of the most dramati c romanti c comedies of Shakespeare. 

Antonio is the merchant of Venice who borrows money to help 
his friend Bassanio win Porti a in marriage. He borrows the money 
from Shylock, a shrewd moneylender, who devises a retributi on 
unprecedented in the annals of law…

…ti ll a young lawyer defeats him in his own game. Who is this 
young lawyer? What is the clinching argument? The Merchant of 
Venice is memorable as much for its dramati c scenes as for its 
strong characters, all of which remain etched in the mind long 
aft er the story has been read.
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