
History



Most people believe Japan entered World 
War II on December 7, 1941 with the attack 
on the U.S. fl eet at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.

But for some, the war had 
started many years before...
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‘This is the turning point for existence or obliteration.’
Chiang Kai-shek 

Chairman of the National Government of China

Japan had been longing for an empire much before the outbreak of World 
War II. The Japanese military dreamed of uniting Asia under the fl ag of 
the Rising Sun and they had begun their work as early as 1932 with the 
seizing of Manchuria in China. They renamed the state Manchukuo and 
set up a puppet government answerable to Tokyo, with Puyi, the former 
Emperor of China installed as head of state. China, already split between 
the communist and nationalists, was not in a position to offer serious 
resistance. The United States and Great Britain condemned Japan for her 
aggression and as a consequence Japan resigned from the League of 
Nations in 1933. The Japanese High Command fortifi ed Manchukuo and 
began to dream of more conquests.

The Marco Polo Bridge incident of 1937 outside the town 
of Wanping was a turning point in the hostilities between 
Japan and China.

1
CHINA

CHAPTER

www.campfire.co.inCAMPFIRETM



The Japanese invasion of Nanking and the subsequent 
Nanking Massacre was notable for the extreme cruelty by 
Japanese forces.

All images are in the Public Domain
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Private Hisao Tidako, 
Imperial Japanese Army.

I was just eighteen years 
old when I was called up 
to join the army in the 

spring of 1937.

I didn’t want to join the army. I wanted 
to study. I wanted to be a doctor, not 
a soldier. I wanted to heal, not kill.

Many people in Japan loved the military 
life but I never enjoyed the constant 
abuse from my superior offi cers.

Relations between China and Japan had been tense since 
our invasion of Manchuria back in 1931. We renamed the 

state Manchukuo and I found myself stationed there.

You worm! 
Stand up 
straight!

I’m going 
to miss you.

You make 
me so proud, 

Hisao.

You’re so 
lucky. I wish I 
could go with 

you.
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KRKRAAKK!!

In July of 1937 we were sent to Wanping. Ever since 
the Boxer Rebellion of 1900, we had been allowed 
to station troops here to protect our interests from 

any possible rebellions that might take place.

We were supposed to warn the local 
Chinese authorities whenever we staged any 
military maneuvers, but a lot of the time we 

couldn’t be bothered with such niceties.

The Chinese were already jittery 
and they mistook the sound of our 
gunfi re as a full-on military invasion.

The Chinese started 
fi ring upon us.

Private Shimura, 
get over there and tell 
the Chinese to stop 

fi ring at once! Yes sir!

Take cover!

To arms! The 
Japanese are 

attacking!
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Relive World War Two, as it  
happened in the East, through 
the eyes of the servicemen and 
civilians on both sides of the 
confl ict. Follow the invasion 
of Manchuria by Japan in 
1937, right through to the 
dropping of the atomic bombs 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Witness the end of the British 
Empire, the rise and fall of 
Japan and destruction the likes 
of which the world must never 
know again.


